Abstract: Treatment of 1-(2-bromoarylmethyl)-3,4-dihydroisoquinolines with oxalyl chloride and triethylamine gave 1-(2-bromophenyl)-5,6-dihydropyrrolo[2,1-a]isoquinoline-2,3-dione derivatives, for example, 1-(2-bromophenyl)-5,6-dihydro-8,9-dimethoxypyrrolo[2,1-a]isoquinoline-2,3-dione. Radical cyclisation of these derivatives with tributyltin hydride and 1,1′-azobis(cyclohexanecarbonitrile) afforded telisatin A, telisatin B and lettowianthine.
Introduction
The telisatin-type aporphine alkaloids form a very small sub-group of the aporphine alkaloids in which N-6 and C-7 are fused to an oxalyl function. To date only five members of this type of aporphine alkaloids have been found to occur in Nature. These are telisatin A (1) and telisatin B (2) from Telitoxicum peruvianum Moldenke (Menispermaceae) [1] , lettowianthine (3) and 11-methoxylettowianthine (4) from Lettowianthus stellatus Diels (Annonaceae) [2] , and laurodionine (5) from Phoebe formosana Hayata (Lauraceae) [3] . Annonbraine, isolated from Annona glaba L (Annonaceae), was also assigned the same structure as lettowianthine (3) , although there was a big difference in the melting points of the two alkaloids [4] . The structure of telisatin A was elucidated by comparison of spectral data and physical properties with a synthetic compound obtained by Saa and 
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Cava [5] , Castedo et al. [6] and Saa et al. [7] . The structures of the remaining alkaloids were assigned based on spectral data analysis. At present there are only two total syntheses of telisatin A reported by Castedo et al. [6] and by Saa et al. [7] The first method involved photochemical cyclisation in reasonably good yield (60%) of a very dilute (0.001 M) solution of 1-(2-bromophenyl)-5,6-dihydro-8,9-dimethoxypyrrolo[2,1-a]isoquinoline-2,3-dione (10a) [6] . This method has obvious inherent limitations with regards to its scalability and convenience. The second method, based on benzyne cycloaddition, gave a low yield (10%) [7] . A partial synthesis reported by Saa and Cava involved acylation of 6a,7-dehydronuciferine with oxalyl chloride [5] . Since 6a,7-dehydroaporphines themselves are not readily accessible, this method therefore lacks generality and convenience.
Results and Discussion
We would like to report herein an extension of the first method described by Castedo et al. [6] , shown in Scheme 1. Amides 8a-8c, obtained by conventional methods, were converted by a BischlerNapieralski reaction to dihydroisoquinolines 9a-9c. We found that 1-(2-bromophenyl)-5,6-dihydropyrrolo[2,1-a]-isoquinoline-2,3-dione derivatives 10a-10c could be more conveniently prepared by the reaction of dihydroisoquinolines 9a-9c with oxalyl chloride in the presence of triethylamine with straightforward workup [8] . The antiplatelet activity of such 1-aryl-5,6-dihydropyrrolo[2,1-a]-isoquinoline-2,3-dione derivatives has been reported [9] . To overcome the limitations of photochemical cyclisation under extreme dilution and based on previous reports on the radical cyclisation of halostilbenes to phenanthrenes [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] , solutions (0.025 M) of 1-(2-bromophenyl)-5,6-dihydropyrrolo[2,1-a]isoquinoline-2,3-dione derivatives 10a-10c were treated with tributyltin hydride in the presence of 1,1′-azobis(cyclohexanecarbonitrile) (ACCN) to give the corresponding telisatin-type alkaloids in 30-34% yields. Scheme 1. Syntheses of telisatin A (1), telisatin B (2) and lettowianthine (3). Fortunately, in all cases, it was possible to isolate the pure alkaloids from the crude reaction mixtures by simple crystallization from ethanol. Silica gel chromatography of the residues from the filtrates afforded only minute quantities of the pure alkaloids and was therefore not pursued any further. Comparison of the yields from radical cyclisation using ACCN with those obtained using 2,2′-azobis(isobutyronitrile)(AIBN) was not possible since AIBN is no longer commercially available in Thailand. The spectral data of synthetic telisatin A (1), telisatin B (2) and lettowianthine (3) were in good agreement to those reported for the natural alkaloids.
Conclusions
We have developed an easy and convenient synthesis of the telisatin-type alkaloids. Further applications of the current synthesis to the remaining telisatin-type alkaloids are in progress.
Experimental

General
Melting points were determined on a Stuart Scientific SMP 2 melting point apparatus and are uncorrected. Infrared spectra were recorded on CH 2 Cl 2 -films with a Perkin Elmer Spectrum GX FT-IR spectrophotometer. Ultraviolet spectra were recorded on methanol solutions with a Hitachi U-3300 spectrophotometer.
1 H-and 13 C-NMR spectra were recorded for deuterochloroform solutions at 300
MHz for 1 H and 75 MHz for 13 C with a Bruker AVANCE 300 spectrometer. Tetramethylsilane was used as the internal standard. High Resolution Mass spectra were recorded with a Bruker Daltonics MicrOTOF mass spectrometer.
N-(3,4-Dimethoxyphenethyl)-2-(2-bromophenyl)acetamide (8a).
A mixture of 2-bromophenylacetic acid (15.0 g, 0.07 mol) and thionyl chloride (20.8 g) in benzene (50 mL) was refluxed for 1 h. Removal of the solvent under vacuum gave 2-bromophenylacetyl chloride (7) which was dissolved in ethanol-free chloroform (50 mL) and added to a mixture of 3,4-dimethoxyphenethylamine (6a, 12.7 g, 0.07 mol) in chloroform (100 mL) and 10% sodium hydrogen carbonate (100 mL). The mixture was then stirred for 3 h and the chloroform layer was washed with water (2 × 100 mL), 10% hydrochloric acid (3 × 50 mL), water (100 mL), then dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate. 
1-(2-Bromobenzyl)-3,4-dihydro-5,6,7-trimethoxyisoquinoline (9b
1-(2-Bromobenzyl)-3,4-dihydro-6,7-methylenedioxyisoquinoline (9c
1-(2-Bromophenyl)-5,6-dihydro-8,9-dimethoxypyrrolo[2,1-a]isoquinoline-2,3-dione (10a).
Oxalyl chloride (0.2 mL) was added dropwise to a stirred solution of 9a (359 mg, 1 mmol), triethylamine (0.3 mL) in chloroform (10 mL) at room temperature. Stirring was continued for 3 h. Chloroform (20 mL) was added and the chloroform layer was washed with 5% hydrochloric acid (4 × 50 mL), water (50 mL), then dried over anhydrous sodium sulfate. Removal of the solvent under vacuum gave a residue which was recrystallized from ethanol to give 10a as red prisms (247. 
